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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Canned grapefruit 


Agriculture Dept. has revised its quality standards for 
canned grapefruit. Revisions went into effect Oct. 25. Flori- 
da Canners Association asked for the revisions because 
previous standards did not allow for problems caused by 
mechanical segmenting & canning of grapefruit. 


Under revised standards, 65% rather than 75% of the 
grapefruit segments in a can must be whole or almost 
whole (at least a % segment) to qualify as U.S. Grade A 
canned grapefruit. 


Previous Grade A standards required the product to be 
reasonably free from loose floating particles of grapefruit. 
This requirement was removed in revising the standards. 


Agriculture also adopted Food & Drug Administra- 
tion’s (FDA) requirement on filling cans. Revised stand- 
ards require the minimum drained weight for Grade A 
grapefruit to be 53% of the can’s liquid capacity. Previous 
standards required the weight of the grapefruit to be 
56%% of can’s capacity. This change means that the 
drained weight for both Grade A & B canned grapefruit is 
53%. Agriculture no longer considers the weight of the 
grapefruit in a can to be a factor in determining the quality 
of the grapefruit. 


Grading under Federal standards is voluntary, but the 
product must meet Federal standards if it is labeled with 
a Federal grade. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 23, page 29210; Aug. 27; 
Aug. 13. 


Off-road vehicles 


Dec. 24 is deadline for comments on Agriculture 
Dept.’s proposed regulations about the use of off-road 
vehicles (such as snowmobiles, minibikes & dune buggies) 
on National Forest System lands. 


The proposed regulations are in response to the Presi- 
dent’s Executive Order 11644 on the use of off-road vehicles 
on public lands, Interior Dept. & Defense Dept. have al- 
ready proposed such regulations for public lands under 
their jurisdiction. 

Agriculture’s proposed regulations include the follow- 
ing points: 

@ Operator of an off-road vehicle would have to have 
a driver’s license or learner’s permit unless accompanied by 
an adult with a license; 

@ Operator would have to use the vehicle in a man- 
ner that would not cause excessive damage or disturbance 
of the land, wildlife or plant life; 

@ Off-road vehicles would have to conform to state 
laws & registration requirements; 

@ Off-road vehicles with combustion engines would be 
required to have mufflers & spark controls; 

@ Off-road vehicles would have to have proper brakes 
&, if operated after dark, proper headlights & taillights; 


@ Off-road vehicles would have to comply with noise 


contro] regulations (Federal or state, whichever has the 
stronger noise regulations). 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 23, page 29232; March 
15, page 7008; Feb. 14, pages 4403, 4421 & 4422; Feb. 9, 
1972, page 2877. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 1; March 1; 
March 15, 1972. CONSUMER News: Feb. 1, 1972. Send 
comments to Division of Recreation, Forest Service, Agri- 
culture Dept., Washington, DC 20250. 


Appliance ratings 


Commerce Dept. has announced a new voluntary pro- 
gram to encourage manufacturers to place “energy effi- 
ciency” labels on major household appliances. The new 
program is designed 

@ To ease the current energy crisis; 

@ To help consumers reduce their utility costs. 


Each label will tell how much energy an appliance 
uses & will also give a rating that will allow the consumer 
to compare one appliance’s energy efficiency with that of 
other brands as well as with that of similar products. 


Room air conditioners that reach the market next year 
will probably be the first appliances to be labeled. 


Energy efficiency labels are expected to appear later 
on refrigerators, freezers, washers, dryers, dishwashers, 
ovens & stoves, water heaters & furnaces. 


Commerce prepared the program’s details in coopera- 
tion with Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) & 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The final volun- 
tary plan contains suggestions sent to Commerce by con- 
sumers, industry associations, utilities & retailers. 


National Bureau of Standards (NBS) is now evalu- 
ating tests being used for rating the energy efficiency of 
various appliances & will work with industry to develop 
or improve tests for the program, which became effective 
Oct. 26. NBS also will design the energy efficiency labels. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 26, page 29574; June 5, 
page 14756; CONSUMER REGISTER: June 15. 


Canned fruits 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has granted Tri- 
Valley Growers a one-year permit to pack certain canned 
fruits in liquids that deviate from the standards of identity 
for those foods. 


Purpose of the permit is to allow the company to run 
limited market tests to survey consumer acceptance of 
canned peaches, canned pears & canned fruit cocktail 
packed in sweetened fruit nectars. Fruit nectar is not 
included in the standards of identity as an optional liquid 
that may be used in packing canned fruits. 


Fruit nectar is a pulpy liquid, as contrasted with the 





smoother liquids—water, fruit juice or sirup—listed in the 
standards of identity. 


The canned peaches to be market tested will be packed 
in peach nectar, the pears in pear nectar & the fruit 
cocktail in peach nectar & pineapple juice. The label on 
each can will state that the liquid is sweetened nectar 
used “for more natural flavor.” 


The one-year permit will be effective from the date 
when the canned fruits are introduced into interstate com- 
merce, starting no later than Jan, 26, 1974. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 26, page 29630. 


Mortgage regulation 


Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) has 
amended its regulations for savings & loan associations 
that are part of the Federal Savings & Loan System. 
Amended regulations apply to mortgages for more than 
80% of the value of a single family house. In the case 
of such loans, FHLBB no longer requires insurance premi- 
ums to be paid in advance to the savings & loan association 
holding the mortgage. 


FHLBB changed its regulations because it felt that it is 
reasonable to expect the person buying the house to pay 
the full amount of the annual insurance premium. Previ- 
ously, FHLBB required a savings & loan association to 
collect 1/12 of the annual insurance premium each month 
at the same time it collected interest & principal payments. 
The association then paid the annual premium when it was 


due. This amendment does not change the requirement 
that 1/12 of annual taxes & assessments must be paid to 
the savings & loan association each month along with the 
interest & principal payment. 


Details—Federal’ Register: Oct. 29, page 29802. 


Cosmetic color 


Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has issued a final 
regulation declaring that the color additive dihydroxyace- 
tone (DHA) is safe & suitable for use in cosmetics or 
drugs that are applied to color the skin. 


DHA is a white powder that turns colorless in liquid 
form, It colors the skin an orange-brown shade, giving it a 
suntanned appearance. DHA is an ingredient in some sun- 
tan lotions for use indoors without sunlight. 


This final regulation removes DHA from FDA’s pro- 
visional list of color additives. This provisional listing 
permits manufacturers to use a color commercially on a 
temporary basis while research is being done to learn 
whether the color is suitable & safe. 


FDA’s new regulation specifies the chemical makeup 
& the labeling requirements for DHA. FDA also allows 
the additive to be exempt from certification. Certification 
procedure requires that every batch of a color additive 
must be tested by FDA. FDA exempts a color additive 
from certification when there is no need for individual 
batch testing as a means of protecting consumers, 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 31, page 29997; Aug. 2, 
page 20615. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest te consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college & uni- 


versity libraries. 
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